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+++ 
The Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 
Hymn of Praise 57,  Lo! He comes with clouds descending                                 -Helmsley 
 

1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for our salvation slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 

2 Every eye shall now behold him, 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

those who set at nought and sold him, 

pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshipers; 

with what rapture, with what rapture, 

with what rapture, 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

4 Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the power and glory; 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 
 
Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 



Celebrant O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant 
that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from Exodus (14:19-31) 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and 
took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the 
army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 
the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched 
out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were 
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming 
a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, 
and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and 
chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and 
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army 
into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 
difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord 
is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch 
out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out 
his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 
the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The 
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire 
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the 
Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against 
the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and 
in his servant Moses. 
 

Reader              Hear what the Spirit is saying. 
People               Thanks be to God.  

 
Anthem Welcome Back         -John Sebastian 
  (While not specifically sacred music, today is traditionally our Welcome Bqck  

  Sunday, and we are glad to be St. Martin’s Church together! Welcome Back!) 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (18:21-35) 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said 
to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this 
reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children 
and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his 
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him 
by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 
So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise to you, Lord, Christ 
 
Homily  
 
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 



    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the People                    -adapted from Celtic Prayers from Iona 

O God who has brought us from the rest of last night to the light of this 
day, Receive our thanks! 
 
Bring us in the new light of this day to the guiding light of all that is 
eternal.  Receive our thanks! 
 
Lead us, O God, on the journey of justice.  Lead us, Lord. 
 
Grant us the courage to claim who we are and whose we are for the special 
needs of this age.  Make us public disciples of Jesus, for the love of the world. 
 
Guide us, O God, on the pathways of peace.   
Make us instruments of your peace. 
 
Renew us, O God, by the wellspring of grace.  Let your grace flow through us. 
 
Receive our prayers for those we carry in our hearts, including: ________. 
Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayers. 

 
Hear us now as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Confession of Sin 

Celebrant Let us confess our sin to God. 
People God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
 Opposing your will in our lives.  
 We have denied your goodness in each other,  

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
   We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done,  
    and the evil done on our behalf. 
   Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
    that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Absolution Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 

grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 Celebrant The peace of Christ be with you  always. 
 People  And also with you. 
 
Hymn 657   Love divine, all loves excelling                           -Hygrydol 
 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

 

2 Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

3 Finish then thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee: 



changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
                                                           
Blessing and Dismissal 

Celebrant Go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 


