
 

 

 

 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

December 27, 10:30 am 

Morning Prayer  with Carols 

 



Opening Hymn:  On This Day Earth Shall Ring                              Lyrics at the end 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

 

Priest: O Lord, Open thou our lips. 

All:     And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

All:     Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

              As it was in the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia.  

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 

    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * and the strength of the hills is his also. 

The sea is his, and he made it, * and his hands prepared the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and fall down, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is the Lord our God, * 

    and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

    let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 

For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 

    and with righteousness to judge the world and the peoples with his truth. 

 



Psalm 147: 13-21  Laudate dominum                                              Read by Lector 

 

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 

praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 

he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 

he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 

and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 

he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 

who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 

he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 

his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 

to them he has not revealed his judgments. 

Hallelujah! 

    

          Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

          As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lesson: A Reading from the Epistle to the Galatians  

 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until 

faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 

came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 

are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that 

we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no 

longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.                           

Here ends the reading.                                                     Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

 

Carol:   Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                           Lyrics at the end 

 

The Gospel Lesson: A Reading from the Gospel of John 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 

into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 

the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 

of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 



And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him 

and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks 

ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the 

only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.                              

Here ends the reading.                                                                      John 1:1-18 

Homily 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



The Suffrages B 

V.    O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage;                                                                 

R.    Govern them and lift them up for ever. 

V.    Day by day we magnify thee;                                                                                   

R.    And we worship thy name for ever, world without end. 

V.    Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin;                                                         

R.    O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

V.    O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us;                                                                                      

R.    As our trust is in thee. 

V.    O Lord, in thee have I trusted;                                                                                              

R.    Let me never be confounded. 

 

The Collects  

 

Priest: Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate 

Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of thy faithful 

people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 

offer before thee for all members of thy holy Church, that in their vocation and 

ministry they may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

Anthem: In the Bleak Midwinter                                             Lyrics at the end 

 

 

 



The General Thanksgiving  (Prayed by all) 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 

made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but 

above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 

Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 

hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by 

giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God 

 

Carol: Good Christian Friends Rejoice                                           Lyrics at the end 

 

The Grace 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lyrics: 

 

On this Day Earth Shall Ring 

 

On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing                                                              

to the Lord, Christ our King, born on earth to save us;                                                             

him the Father gave us. 

Refrain: Ideo-o-o-, Ideo-o-o, Ideo, Gloria in exclesis Deo 

His the doom, ours the mirth; when he came down to earth,                                         

Bethlehem saw his birth; ox and ass beside him                                                                                 

from the cold would hide him. Refrain 

God's bright star, o'er his head, Wise Men three to him led;                                                        

kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him,                                                                    

praise him and adore him. Refrain 

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring,                                                  

praising Christ, heaven's King, born on earth to save us;                                                         

peace and love he gave us. Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Of the Father's love begotten,  ere the worlds began to be,                                                             

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,                                                              

Of the things that are and have been, and that future years shall see,                      

evermore and evermore. 

O that birth forever blessèd, when the virgin, full of grace,                                                                                  

By the Spirit blest conceiving, bore the Saviour of our race;                                                                             

And the Babe, the world's Redeemer, first revealed His sacred face,                                                           

evermore and evermore! 

O ye heights of heaven adore Him; angel hosts, His praises sing;                                    

Powers, dominions, bow before Him, and extol our God and King!                                       

Let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring,                                        

evermore and evermore! 

Christ, to You with God the Father, Spirit Blessed eternally                                                    

Hymn and chant with high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be:                                 

Honour, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory,                                                          

evermore and evermore! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the Bleak Midwinter 

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan;                                                                         

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;                                                                                                 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, Snow on snow,                                                                       

In the bleak midwinter long ago. 

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him nor earth sustain,                                                          

Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign:                                                     

In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed                                                                      

The Lord God Almighty — Jesus Christ. 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim worship night and day,                                                         

A breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay;                                                                        

Enough for Him, whom Angels fall down before,                                                                         

The ox and ass and camel which adore. 

Angels and Archangels may have gathered there,                                                                

cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;                                                                                  

But only His Mother in her maiden bliss                                                                         

Worshipped the Beloved with a kiss. 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? —                                                                                         

If I were a Shepherd, I would bring a lamb;                                                                                   

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part, —                                                                     

Yet what I can I give Him, — Give my heart. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Good Christian Friends Rejoice!  

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;                                               

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today.                                                    

Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.                                                       

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;                                                      

now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!                                                   

He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore.                                              

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;                                                    

now ye need not fear the grave:Jesus Christ was born to save!                                         

Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.                                                      

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!  

 


