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Opening Hymn: Lift Every Voice and Sing  
 

1 Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies; 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
let us march on, till victory is won. 

2 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
yet, with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our parents sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears have been watered; 
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

3 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light; 
keep us forever on the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 
shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 

   The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Priest:  + Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
All:      And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 
 



Hymn of Praise: Gloria in excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day    

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory 
upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his 
countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his 
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear: that, 
honoring the steadfast courage of your servant Absalom Jones, we may show 
forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom of the children of God, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

The Lesson  (2 Corinthians 4:3-6)   
 
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For 
we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.    The Word of the Lord/ Thanks be to God 



   
Psalm 50:1-6      Deus deorum 
 
1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
He has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
God reveals himself in glory. 
 
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
before him there is a consuming flame, 
and round about him a raging storm. 
 
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
to witness the judgment of his people. 
 
5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
those who have made a covenant with me 
and sealed it with sacrifice." 
 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
for God himself is judge. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Cantor: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel 

The Holy Gospel of our +  Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

All:  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

 



Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were coming down 
the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead.                                            Mark 9:2-9 

The Gospel of the Lord./ All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Homily                                                                     Father Robert Laws 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People Form III 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on (insert names here) and all  those who suffer from any 
grief or trouble;  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to (insert names here) and all of the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 



Silence  

Priest: O God, in Jesus Christ you make us and all things new. Transform the 
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our 
lives make known your heavenly glory. Amen. 

Confession of Sin and Absolution 

Priest: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake 
of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight 
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Priest: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

The Peace and The Offertory Sentence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Offertory Anthem 

Choir Anthem: O Gracious Light 

1. O Gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 

In you the Father’s glory shone. 

Immortal, holy, blest is he, 

And blest are you, his holy Son. 

2. Now sunset comes, but light shines forth, 

the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 

Praise Father, Son, and Spirit: God 

Who dwells in the eternal light. 

3. Worthy are you of endless praise, 

O Son of God, Life-giving Lord; 

Wherefore you are through all the earth 

And in the highest heaven adored. 

                                                Text: Greek, 3rd cent; tr. F. Bland Tucker 

The Liturgy of the Altar  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the 
Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the 
knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he + who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He 
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By 
him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Fraction 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
Happy are they who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.  
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion  (prayed silently) 
 
In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament.  Since 
I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  I beseech you to come spiritually into 
my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my 
soul.  Let me never be separated from you.  Let me live and die in your love. 
Amen. Lord Jesus, come dwell in my heart. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing  
 
 



Farewell to the Alleluia 
 
Priest: We are an Easter People. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People:  And Alleluia is our song. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Priest: The author of Ecclesiastes writes: 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. 
A time to be born and a time to die. A time to plant and a time to pluck up what 
is planted. A time to break down and a time to build up. A time to weep and a 
time to laugh. A time to mourn and a time to dance. A time to keep silence and 
a time to speak. As a sign of our repentance, we now say Farewell to the 
Alleluia until our rejoicing at the resurrection of our Lord when we shout 
Alleluias at the Great Easter Vigil. 
 
Closing Hymn: Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
 
1 Ye watchers and ye holy ones, bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 
raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers, virtues, archangels, angels' choirs, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2 O higher than the cherubim, more glorious than the seraphim, 
lead their praises, Alleluia! 
Thou bearer of the eternal Word, most gracious, magnify the Lord, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
3 Respond, ye souls in endless rest, ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, all saints triumphant, raise the song, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
4 O friends, in gladness let us sing, supernal anthems echoing, 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Dismissal 
Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 



 
 


