
  
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 

 Bridgewater, New Jersey 
 
 

 

 
 

An Abbreviated Celebration of the Holy Eucharist  
with Spiritual Communion 

Rite 1 
 

March 28, 2021 
 Palm Sunday 

 



Liturgy of the Palms 
 
There will be no Palm Procession this year. Please stand at your pew and face west towards the Narthex when 
directed to stand. 
 
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!” Jesus found a 
young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king 
is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His disciples did not understand these things at first; but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and 
had been done to him.                                                                                         John 12:12-16 

Let us pray: 

We praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was 
proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his 
way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who 
lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Let us go forth in peace.  In the Name of Christ. Amen.  

 
(Please remain standing, but please only prayerfully read the lyrics. It is not yet safe to sing) 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Lesson  (Philippians 2:5-11)      (Please be seated)   
 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the FatherChrist did not 
glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You 
are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest 
forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 
and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and 
he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek. The Word of the Lord/ Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 31:9-14    In te, Domine, speravi 
 
9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 
10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 
11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 
12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

 



The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

(The customary responses are omitted. Please remain seated until directed to stand. The 
congregation reads the parts in bold.) 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 
Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then 
the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? 
See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that 
Pilate was amazed.  

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder 
during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according 
to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the 
Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 
Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the 
King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil 
has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy 
the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 
crucified. 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple 
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began 
saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, 
and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak 
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was 
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place 
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take. 

Please stand 

 

 



It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one on 
his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, 
and come down from the cross!” In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, 
were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we 
may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three 
o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, 
they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour 
wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 
will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 

A moment of silence is observed. It is customary to genuflect, kneel, or bow during the 
silence. 

 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly 
this man was God’s Son!” 

There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. These used to follow 
him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who 
had come up with him to Jerusalem. When evening had come, and since it was the day of 
Preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of 
the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly 
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and 
summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. When he 
learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. Then Joseph 
bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a 
tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the 
tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid. 

Please be seated 

Reflection on the Readings                                                                   Father Robert Laws 

 

 

 



The Prayers of the People (Please stand or kneel) 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto 
thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the 
spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name 
may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers that they may, both by 
their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer 
thy holy Sacraments. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here 
present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, 
truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in 
this and every land that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare 
and peace of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, 
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 
stewards of thy bounty. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
[ include names here and] all those who in this  transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, 
sickness, or any other adversity, especially those whom the people of God here present now 
name, either silently or aloud.  (pause to allow people to offer their intentions). 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear 
especially (insert names here), beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love 
and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, St. Martin and of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly 
kingdom. Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 

 

 

 



The Confession of Sin 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. (Please kneel if able) 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

Priest: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, 
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace and The Offertory Sentence  
Offertory Hymn  O Sacred Head   (The people sit) 

 



 

 

 



The Liturgy of the Altar  (Please stand) 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is meet and right so to do.  

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; Who dost bid thy faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal 
feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by thy Word and Sacraments, 
they may come to the fullness of grace which thou hast prepared for those who love 
thee.Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please stand or kneel 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made 
there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 
oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, 
until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, 
and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 
me." 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 
Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the 
innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

 



And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of 
bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy 
institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body 
and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission 
of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others 
who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made 
one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet 
we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but 
pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the unity of 
the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Fraction 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always 
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 



 
Please do not leave your pew until directed to do so by an usher. Thank you.  

 
Closing Hymn   Ride On! Ride On in Majesty! 
 

 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are they who are 
called to the Supper of the Lamb.  
 
An Act of Spiritual Communion  (prayed silently) 
In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body 
and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I believe that you 
are truly present in the Holy Sacrament.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  I 
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with 
all the affections of my soul.  Let me never be separated from you.  Let me live and die in 
your love. Amen. Lord Jesus, come dwell in my heart. 
 
Post Communion Prayer  (Please stand or kneel) 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company 
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue 
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
Lenten Prayer over the People  
 
Bow down before the Lord.  
 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 
upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
 
Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


