
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
Bridgewater, New Jersey

The Great Easter Vigil (abbreviated)
And First Mass of Easter

7:30 pm



The vigil begins in darkness, illumined only by the light of the Paschal Candle. Because of Covid
restrictions, the people do not have individual candles. Instead, you are invited to listen to the
readings and the chants sung by the cantor as the nave becomes a reminder of the Holy
Sepulcher in which the body of our Savior rested, awaiting the morning of the Resurrection.
The people remain seated until directed to stand.

The Celebrant enters in silence, and proclaims:

The Light of Christ. Thanks be to God  (3 times)

The cantor continues by singing the Exultet

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the
victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious
splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now,
Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your
people.

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to
praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of
Adam's sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people.

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt,
and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. This is the night, when all who believe in Christ
are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life.

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the
grave. Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it
shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no
setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Priest:  Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages
past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.



First Reading:  A reading from Exodus

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, "Was it because there
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you
done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us
alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians
than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and
see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see
today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still."

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But
you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may
go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go
in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and
his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory
for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers."

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up
the night; one did not come near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is
fighting for them against Egypt."

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before
it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and
the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of
them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a
wall for them on their right and on their left.



Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared
the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went
out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them:

"Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."

Here ends the reading.

Response: The Song of Moses

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *

the Lord has become my Savior.
This is my God and I will praise him, *

the God of my people and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *

Yahweh is his Name.
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *

the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *

they sank into the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *

your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *

who is like you, glorious in holiness,
awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?

You stretched forth your right hand; *
the earth swallowed them up.

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *
with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.

You will bring them in and plant them *
on the mount of your possession,

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.

The Lord shall reign * for ever and for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Collect: O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once
delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to
be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples
of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of
Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Second Reading: A reading from Ezekiel

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I
answered, "O Lord God, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that I am the Lord."

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O
my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the
Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act," says the Lord. Ezekiel 37:1-14

Here ends the reading



Response: 143 Domine, exaudi

LORD, hear my prayer, and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; *
answer me in your righteousness.

Enter not into judgment with your servant, *
for in your sight shall no one living be justified.

For my enemy has sought my life; he has crushed me to the ground; *
He has made me live in dark places like those who are long dead.

My spirit faints within me; *
my heart within me is desolate.

O LORD, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; *
do not hide your face from me or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit.

Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning, for I put my trust in you; *
show me the road that I must walk, for I lift up my soul to you.

Collect: Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into
righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the
will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Third Reading: A reading from Isaiah

On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land shall
be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. Whoever is left in Zion and remains in
Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, once the
Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of
Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. Then the Lord will
create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over its places of assembly a cloud by day and
smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed over all the glory there will be a canopy.
It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter from the
storm and rain. Isaiah 4:2-6

Here ends the reading.

Response:  Psalm 122

I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the LORD."



Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.

Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.

Collect: O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church,
that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in
tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast
down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows (Please stand)

Priest: Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his
death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten
observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we
once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy
Catholic Church.

Priest: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People I do.

Priest: Do you believe in God the Father?
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Priest: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.



Priest: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Priest: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and
in the prayers? People: I will, with God’s help.

Priest: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to
the Lord? People:  I will, with God’s help.

Priest: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People: I will, with God’s help.

Priest: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People: I will, with God’s help.

Priest: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every
human being? People: I will, with God’s help.

Priest: May Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life
by his grace, through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The people are sprinkled with holy water in remembrance of their baptisms.

After a moment of silence, the altar candles are lit and the lights in the nave are raised as the
people stand and the priest leads the people in the Festal Easter Shout:

Priest: Alleluia, Christ is Risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Bells are rung by the people as the organ begins to sound in praise.

Hymn of Praise (sung by the cantor)





Collect: O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the resurrection: Stir
up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to Lord's us in Baptism, that we, being
renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

A Reading from Romans

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if
we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Romans 6:3-11

The Word of the Lord/ Thanks be to God.

Alleluia is sung and repeated by the Cantor

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
Glory to you Lord Christ

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another,
"Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up, they
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb,
they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.
But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell
his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he
told you." So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them;
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

St. John Chrysostom’s Easter Homily Father Rob Laws



The Peace  and Offertory Sentence
Offertory Hymn  (Please remain seated)



The Liturgy of the Altar

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he + who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction

Alleluia, Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are they who are
called to the Supper of the Lamb.

An Act of Spiritual Communion  (prayed silently)

In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body
and Blood are being offered, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I believe that you
are truly present in the Holy Sacrament.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  I
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with
all the affections of my soul.  Let me never be separated from you.  Let me live and die in
your love. Amen. Lord Jesus, come dwell in my heart.

Holy Communion
Communion Hymn:



Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal
Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia!
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!

Closing Hymn (Please stand)






