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Opening Hymn Once in Royal David’s City    vv. 1-3 Hymnal 1982, 102
Bidding

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message
of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of
the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption
brought us by this holy Child; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. But first,
let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the
mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this
city.  And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his
name the poor and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the
lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord
Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember
before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore
and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word
made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and
praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, through Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son
of Mary.

Silence

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when
he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Please be seated for the readings, and stand to sing the carols.



First Lesson: Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, "Did God say, `You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman
said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, `You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you
shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of
the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself."
He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this that
you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The Lord God said to the
serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your
head, and you will strike his heel."  Here ends the reading.

Carol: Savior of the Nations Come, vv.1,4 Hymnal 1982, 54

Second Lesson:
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as "God with us."

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high
as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said:
"Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good." Here ends the reading.

Carol: Prepare the Way, O Zion Hymnal 1982, 65



Third Lesson:
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said
to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. Here ends the reading.

Carol: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came, vv. 1,4 Hymnal 1982, 265

Fourth Lesson: Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors!"  Here ends the reading.

Carol: Shepherds We Have Heard on High, vv 1,2 Hymnal 1982, 96



Fifth Lesson: In the fullness of time, God sent his Son whose reign is for ever and ever.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being,
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I have begotten you"? Or
again,  "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? And again, when he brings the firstborn
into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him."

Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire." But of the
Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of
your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God,
has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."

And, "In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your
hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will
roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will
never end."

Carol: Of the Father’s Love Begotten, vv1.3.4 Hymnal 1982, 82

The Peace and Announcements
Offertory Carol: The Snow Lay on the Ground Hymnal 1982,110

The Liturgy of the Altar (Remain standing if able)

The Lord be with you/ And also with you.
Lift up your hearts/ We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us
from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice
to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels
andArchangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim
the glory of your Name:



We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.



Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your
Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his
Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever
Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph her Spouse, St. Martin of Tours, and all your saints, we
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Fraction and Agnus Dei (Sung by choir) WLP, 868
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are they who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

Holy Communion
All are welcome to receive Communion. We will be offering communion with both
Christ’s Body and Blood. We understand individuals may have different comfort levels
as to how they receive communion. Following ancient Christian teaching, all persons
may, but no person must, receive communion in both kinds to receive the fullness of
Christ’s Body and Blood. You may choose to receive only the host at this time. Should
you choose to receive the wine, one vessel will be offered for those who want to sip the
wine from the common cup. Please do not dip the host into the chalice at this time.

Communion Hymns

What Child Is This?                                                                                      Hymnal 1982, 115
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear                                                                  Hymnal 1982, 89



Communion Prayer (Please kneel or stand) BCP, 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you
with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen

Dismissal
Closing Hymn Hark the Herald Angels Sing! Hymnal 1982, 87

Serving Today
Thurifer:                    Crucifer: Charlotte Sly
Readers: Carl Picazio, Anne Marie Verdiramo, Chris Bockus, Kathy Picazio, Marilyn O’Regan
Eucharistic Minister: Chris Bockus
Choir: Beth Hixenbaugh, Alison Jandak, Jane Maloney, Rob Vernon
Organist: Kathy Shanklin      Celebrant: Father Rob Laws


