
Low Mass St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
July 31, 2022, 10:00 am Bridgewater, NJ

Please stand as the hymn begins
Opening Hymn: God of grace, and God of glory vv. 1, 4                     Hymnal 1982, 594

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Please kneel. Silence)
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

Please stand
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.

Collect Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because
it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from Ecclesiastes Please be seated.
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. I, the Teacher, when
king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all
that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to
be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a
chasing after wind. I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I
must leave it to those who come after me -- and who knows whether they will be wise or
foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the
sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil
of my labors under the sun, because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and
knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This
also is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which
they toil under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation;
even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 49:1-11 Audite haec, omnes

Hear this, all you peoples; hearken, all you who dwell in the world, *
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.

My mouth shall speak of wisdom, * and my heart shall meditate on understanding.

I will incline my ear to a proverb * and set forth my riddle upon the harp.

Why should I be afraid in evil days, *
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,

The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods, * and boast of their great riches?

We can never ransom ourselves, * or deliver to God the price of our life;

For the ransom of our life is so great, * that we should never have enough to pay it,

In order to live for ever and ever, * and never see the grave.

For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish *
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.

Their graves shall be their homes for ever, their dwelling places from generation to generation,
though they call the lands after their own names.

Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; * they are like the beasts that perish.

A Reading from Colossians

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. Put to death,
therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed
(which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.
But now you must get rid of all such things-- anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive
language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the
old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no
longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free;
but Christ is all and in all!       The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator
over you?" And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;
for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions." Then he told them a
parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, `What
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he said, `I will do this: I will pull
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, `Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.' But God said to him, `You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with
those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily                                                                                        Mr. Mark Hernandez
The Nicene Creed Please stand

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



The Prayers of the People Remain standing, or kneel

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop; for this
gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all
people. Pray for justice and peace.

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, especially Susan, Raymond, Audrey, Bill, Evelyn,
Doug, Zhenya, Ahnya, Linda, Chris, Rachel, Mary, Carol, Michael, Patrick, Pat, Ian, and
Bonnie’s grandson. I ask your prayers for the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died.

I ask your prayers for parishioners who are away on vacation. Pray that they may be
refreshed and strengthened in body, mind and spirit.

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Celebrant: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Peace The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
The people of God share a sign of peace with one another.                                                  Please be seated

Welcome and Announcements
The Holy Eucharist Please stand after the Altar is ready

Priest:   God our sustainer, receive the gifts we bring before you, and feed us continually
with that bread which satisfies all hunger, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, for you are the source of light and life, you made us in
your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, we join our voices
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:



Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might; heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

Please continue standing or kneel as you are able.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Martin of Tours, and all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him,
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and forever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen.



The Fraction and Fraction Anthem Lamb of God
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are they who are called to his Supper.

The Holy Communion
Post-Communion Prayer
All: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Please stand, if able
Blessing and Dismissal

Closing Hymn In Christ there is no east or west Hymnal 1982, 529

___________________________________________________________________

Serving Today

Reader:   Barbara Butler        Eucharistic Minister: Br. Philip Muniz
Preacher: Mark Hernandez    Celebrant: Father Rob Laws+

We are honored to have you worshiping with us this morning. If this is your first time with us,
please do introduce yourself to the priest after Mass. We would love to get to know you better.

Summer Mass Schedule: One Weekend Mass from July 3- September 11, Sundays @10:00 am

HOLY DAY Join us on Wednesday at 6 pm in the Lady Chapel for a celebration of the feast
of the Transfiguration.

PREACHING SERIES: Father Rob will be offering a preaching series on the spiritual
experiences of women in August and September. We will also be singing hymns composed by
women. Next week’s sermon theme will be on the Holy Matriarch Sarah.

Father Rob will be away on Sunday August 14. His mother is having a series of surgeries in
August. Heather Agosto will be giving the homily on that Sunday on the Parable of the Woman
who lost and found a coin.



COMING THIS FALL>>>  WELLNESS WEDNESDAYS

An opportunity to nurture holistic healing and wellness in community.
Look for more information in the August newsletters and Mass leaflets!!

First Wednesdays: Rosary Group  (beginning in October)
Second Wednesdays: The Loving Lab (beginning in October)

Becoming empowered to love others by
learning to love oneself through self care practices.

Third Wednesdays: Story Cafe
A time of coffee/tea and sweets with a focused
sharing of reflections on fiction and non-fiction
stories meant to strengthen our faith and nurture
Our relationships with one another.

September 21 reading: Parker’s Back, Flannery O’Conner

Fourth Wednesdays:     Spirit Lab: Discovering spiritual practices which
nurture our spirits and connect us to God
and one another.

September 28 Praying in the Labyrinth

Please remember in your prayers:

● Susan Cacciatore, Len's former wife, has entered hospice.
● Raymond Okonsky, Denise's father.
● Audrey and Bill Valiant
● Evelyn
● Kathy Picazio asks for prayers for Doug Newton, his wife, Zhenya, and her adult daughter.
● Bonnie Whalen requested prayers for her 28 yr old grandson.
● Linda Virtue
● Chris Semanchik
● Jane Linn's, granddaughter-in-law, Rachael.
● Mary Irwin
● Michael
● Patrick
● Pat
● Ian




