St. Martin of Tours Episcopal Church
Bridgewater NJ

The Second Sunday of Advent
Sung Eucharist + 10:30 AM

Opening Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, vv. 1,2,5 Blue Hymnal, 616
Penitential Order

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
And blessed be God s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God, let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Please kneel as able

All: Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.
Amen.



Priest: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.
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Priest:.Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lorp shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lorp.

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lorp. He shall not judge by what his eyes
see,or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around
his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb,the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lorp
as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
The Word of the Lord/ Thanks be to God.



Psalm 72:1-7; 18 (Simplified Anglican Chant. Remain seated)

1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's Son;

2 That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the op-pressor.

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon en-dure, *
from one generation to an-other.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

18 Blessed be the Lord Gob, the God of Israel, *
who alone does wondrous deeds!

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of
the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing
praises to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and
again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again
Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him
the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord/ Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Verse: Prepare the Way for the Lord, make straight his paths; all nations shall see
the salvation of God.

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

+ s

Glo - ry to you, Lord Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.””

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.



“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire.”
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The GOSpel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Homily
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that 1s, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Peace and Announcements
Offertory Hymn Prepare the Way, O Zion Blue Hymnal 65



The Liturgy of the Altar (Remain standing if able)
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It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he
shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or
fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels andArchangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
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All glory be to you, O Lord our God, for you created heaven and earth, and made us
in your own image; and, in your tender mercy, you gave your only Son Jesus Christ
to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption.
He made a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and instituted, and in his
holy Gospel commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death
and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread;

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it

to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."



Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you;

for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for all,

for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me."

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we your people, celebrate with these holy
gifts which we now offer unto you, the memorial your Son has commanded us to
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power
and great glory.

And we humbly beseech you, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with your Word and
Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us
the Body and Blood of your dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we pray that by your mercy, you will accept this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto you, O Lord, our selves, our souls
and bodies.

Grant that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with your grace and
heavenly benediction; and also that we and all your whole Church may be made one
body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and
glory be unto you, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Fraction



Agnus Dei Crisafulli
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Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your Table.

But you are the same Lord who always has mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, so that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are they who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

Holy Communion
Communion Hymns



The Desert Shall Bloom
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3. The desert shall rejoice 6. The desert shall rejoice
and blossom as a rose: and blossom as a rose:
as the ransomed return to God unto Zion we come with joy,
and come singing back 1o Zion, for our God has come to save us,
O Day of Peace Blue Hymnal, 597




Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or stand) BCP, 365

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

1o him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal

Closing Hymn O Day of God Draw Nigh Blue Hymnal, 601
SERVING TODAY

Thurifer: Fausto Beleno Crucifer: Alex Kellam

Lay Reader: Carl Picazio Eucharistic Minister: Kathy Picazio

Choir: Alison Jandak, Jane Maloney, Beth Hixenbaugh, Rob Vernon
Organist: Kathy Shanklin Celebrant: Father Rob Laws



Announcements and Upcoming Events

Please join us in the undercroft for lunch and fellowship on Sunday December
14as we celebrate Father Rob’s 25th anniversary of priestly ordination.

There are a few more tags for the Angel Tree on the bulletin board in the narthex. Please
consider purchasing a gift for a needy child in our community. The gifts should be
returned unwrapped by Sunday Dec. 14.

We are also collecting new sweatshirts for needy youth for Christmas. Sizes L and XL are
particularly needed. You can leave them in the bin outside the red doors.

Please remember the Food Bank during the winter season. All non-perishable foods are
needed.

Daily Evening Prayer in the Lady Chapel, 5:30 pm- livestreamed on facebook.

Today Women’s Group trip to Bethlehem, 11:30 am
Today St. Nicholas Party for all ages, 5 pm
Sunday Dec 21  Greening of the Church for Christmas 11:30 am

Christmas Masses
Dec 24 4 pm- Family Mass with Children’s Pageant (No incense)
9 pm- Solemn Mass of the Nativity of Our Lord
Dec 25 10 am- Christmas Day Low Mass (No incense)

Dec 28 One Liturgy- 10:30 am Morning Prayer (Father Rob on vacation)
Jan 04 8:15 am Low Mass

10:30 am Christmas Lessons and Carols with Holy Communion
Tues Jan 6 The Feast of the Epiphany, Sung Mass, 6:30 pm (with incense)



