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Opening Carol:  Once in Royal David’s City  vv1-3                                                Hymnal 1982, 102 
 
A Bidding Prayer and The Our Father 
 
First Lesson: Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden. Jennifer Persson 
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to 
the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the 
serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, `You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" But the 
serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in 
the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said 
to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because  
I was naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the Lord God said to the woman, "What is 
this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The Lord God said to 
the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel." Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL: God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  vv.1-3                                                       Hymnal 1982, 105 
 
Second Lesson:                                                                                                                                               
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as "God with us."     
                                                                                                                             Anne Marie Verdiramo  
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: "Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good."   Thanks be to God.                       

CAROL: In the Bleak Min-Winter  vv.1-2                                                                        Hymnal 1982, 112 

 
 



Third Lesson:                                                                                                                                                              
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High. Anna Conti 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And 
he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then 
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the 
angel departed from her.    Thanks be to God. 
                                                                                                                        
CAROL: It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, vv. 1,4                                                     Hymnal 1982, 89 
 
Fourth Lesson: Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds. Carl Picazio 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"   
Thanks be to God. 
 
CAROL: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                                                    Hymnal 1982, 107 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fifth Lesson: In the fullness of time, God sent his Son whose reign is for ever and ever.   
                                                                                                                            Father Rob Laws 
 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Peace      
                                                                                                                                                                         
Offertory Carol Angels from the Realms of Glory                                              Hymnal 1982, 93 

The Liturgy of the Altar 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues on page 367 in the Book of Common Prayer.  

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                 BCP, 364                       
The Fraction and  Lamb of God    

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.                                                                          
Happy are they who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

The Holy Communion   

Communion Carol 

 Lo How A Rose                                                                                                        Hymnal 1982, 81 

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or stand)                                                        BCP, 365 

Blessing and Dismissal                                                                                                                                               
Closing Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing!                                               Hymnal 1982, 87 

Serving Today: Crucifer: Nick Persson  Eucharistic Minister: Jennifer Persson 

First Reading: Jennifer Persson  Second Reading:Anne Marie Verdiramo  Third Reading: Anna Conti                  
Fourth Reading: Carl Picazio   Fifth Reading: Father Rob Laws 

 

. 

 



EPIPHANY HOUSE BLESSING 

Epiphany (which means “revealing”) commemorates the visit of the Magi who came 
from the four corners of the world bearing gifts and following a star to meet the child 
who would become King. We celebrate Epiphany to remember that we too are invited 
to come and witness the life of Jesus and be blessed as we begin a new year. 

“Chalking the door” is a centuries-old way to celebrate and to (literally) mark the 
occasion of the Epiphany with God’s blessing on our lives and homes with sacred signs 
and symbols used to set our homes apart as places of Christian hospitality, and as 
habitations of healing and rest. We invite God’s presence into our homes and ask 
Christ’s blessing upon all those who live, work, or visit throughout the coming year. 

Each year, using blessed chalk, people mark the doorpost of their home with an 
inscription of the new year separated by C+M+B. In 2025, the inscription is 
20+C+M+B+25. C+M+B are the initials of  traditional names of the Magi who visited 
Jesus: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar.Their initials create an anagram for a prayer in 
Latin: Christus Mansionem Benedictat, which means “May Christ bless this house.”  

Chalk is used in this ritual because it is an ordinary substance of the earth; “dust” put to 
holy use. It reminds us that we are of the dust of the ground, the most ordinary of 
substances, and yet are fashioned as holy beings for holy purposes. Chalk will not 
permanently mark the dwelling. Weather will likely cause the marking to fade over 
time, but each time we view the inscription upon entering our homes we will remember 
the reason for it and rededicate ourselves to that purpose. 

Blessed chalk is available in the narthex for all who would like to use it to bless their 
homes. 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

The Bishop will be visiting on Sunday, January 11, The Feast of the Baptism of Jesus. 
Please mark your calendars. 

Sunday February 1 is the Feast of the Presentation, also known as Candlemas. It is also 
Founders Sunday here at St. Martin’s, as it is the date of the first Mass celebrated by 
the new St. Martin’s community. 

February 1 will also be the date of our Annual Meeting, so there will be ONE JOINT 
Mass on February 1. 

Nominations are being accepted for vestry. There are two open positions.                  
Nominations may be given to either Father Rob or the Senior Warden, Beth 
Hixenbaugh. 

One must be a confirmed (or received) Episcopalian in order to serve on the vestry. 
The vestry term is for three years.  

Nominations will close on Saturday 17th. Please have the permission of the person you 
are nominating before offering their name for election. You may nominate yourself. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


