
 

 

SAINT MARTIN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, BRIDGEWATER                

The Ascension of Our Lord + SUNG MASS, 10:30 am 

 

Opening Hymn:    Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise (v. 1, 2 and 4)    Blue Hymnal, 214 

                                                     

Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!   The Lord Is Risen Indeed. Alleluia!    

 

Gloria                                                                                                Blue Hymnal, S 278 

The Collect of the Day 

 

 
 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord 

Jesus Christ to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and mind there 

ascend, and with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles                                             Please be seated. 

 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 

until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the                       

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself 

alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, 

but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from 

me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now." So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times 

or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing 

up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."                                                            

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



 

 

Psalm 47     

 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; * shout to God with a cry of joy. 

For the Lord Most High is to be feared; * he is the great King over all the earth. 

He subdues the peoples under us, * and the nations under our feet. 

He chooses our inheritance for us, * the pride of Jacob whom he loves. ANT 

 

God has gone up with a shout, * the Lord with the sound of the ram's-horn. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises; * sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

For God is King of all the earth; * sing praises with all your skill. ANT 

 

 God reigns over the nations; * God sits upon his holy throne. 

The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *  

    with the people of the God of Abraham. 

The rulers of the earth belong to God, * and he is highly exalted.  ANT 

 

A Reading from Ephesians              

                                                 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 

come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 

for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.                                            

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Gospel Acclamation                                                                    Please stand as able       
                                                

             
                                                             

V: God has gone up with a shout! The Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn  Alleluia… 
 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

.  

Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 

must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to 

them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am 

sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high." Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up 

his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was 

carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 

and they were continually in the temple blessing God.                                                                          

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.                              

 

The Homily                                                              The Rev. Father Alistair So-Schoos 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the Prophets.                                                                                         

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The Prayers of the People   Remain standing, or kneel                               

 

Almighty God, our Creator; you have exalted Jesus Christ to your right hand and 

made him head over all things for his body, the Church: hear us as we pray for all bishops, 

priests, and deacons, and for the people of God throughout the world. We remember 

Especially Seanour Presiding Bishop; Sally our diocesan bishops; and all those who 

minister where you have placed them. Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

 

God Eternal, the Ancient of Days; you have given Jesus all authority in heaven and on 

earth: hear us as we pray for the world he came to redeem. Guide and influence those with 

whom we entrust the great responsibility of governance: Grant that they may know the 

things that make for peace, and strive for justice and reconciliation. 

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

 

God our Mother who has borne us, who tends and carries us; your Son has promised to be 

with us always, to the end of the age: hear us as we pray for those among whom we make 

our lives. Grant that we may be so changed by the presence of Jesus, that we may encourage 

others to seek his counsel and companionship. Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

 

O God our Redeemer, whose Beloved ever lives to make intercession for us: hear us as we 

pray for those in any need or trouble. We especially pray for those on our parish prayer list. 

May he who has known our infirmities heal and strengthen them, that they may find grace 

to help others in their time of need. Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, your Son, Jesus has borne our humanity into the heavenly realms, and 

gone before us to prepare a place for us: hear us as we remember before you those whose 

earthly sojourn is over, and whose life is now hidden in him with you.  Make us joyful and 

expectant, that at his coming we too may go forth to meet him, and share in his eternal joy.  

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.  

 

Priest:  Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who 

now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even 

Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

The Peace and Welcome                                                                                 Please be seated 

Vestry Announcements 

 



The Offertory 

Offertory Hymn     
                                                                                      

 

 
 



 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving:   

 

   
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you 

for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 

Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By 

his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

 



Sanctus 

 

 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 

heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 

the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  

 

In the fullness of time bring us, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, martyrs, 

prophets, St. Martin of Tours and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through 

Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 

and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, (Our Father… BCP, 364)     



The Fraction and Fraction Anthem                                                    Blue Hymnal S 155  

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.                                                   

Happy are they whole are called to his Supper. 

The Gifts of God, for the People of God. 

Holy Communion  

                                                                                                                                                         

Communion Hymn:     

 Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor                Blue Hymnal, 307 

 

Post-Communion Prayer                                                       Book of Common Prayer, 365                                                                                                                     

The Blessing and Dismissal                                                                                                                                                                           

Closing Hymn:   See the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph                       Blue Hymnal, 215 

 

Serving Today                                                                                                                                           

Crucifer: Nick Persson                                                                                                         

Lector:    Dan Flak                  Euch. Min:  Jennifer Persson                                                                  

Choir: Alison Jandek, Beth Hixenbaugh, Jane Maloney, Rob Vernon                                                                

Organist: Kathy Shanklin          Celebrant: Father Alistair So-Schoos 

 

A very warm welcome Father Alistair So-Schoos, our guest celebrant and preacher 

 

 


