
 

 
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 
Bridgewater, NJ  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Kickoff Sunday 
  

Feast of the Triumph of the Holy Cross 
 

Low Mass  
                                                     September 13, 2026 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Welcome to St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 
 
No matter who you are, where you come from, or where your journey takes you, you are 
welcome here. We celebrate the beautiful diversity of God’s creation and open our hearts to 
people of all genders, sexual orientations, races, ethnicities, and backgrounds. Whether you are 
neurodivergent or neurotypical, certain in your path or filled with questions, your unique 
presence, mind, and gifts enrich our life together. Come just as you are. You belong here. 
 
If you are neurodivergent, please feel free to use fidgets, weighted blankets, headphones are 
whatever you need to make you feel comfortable. If you need to walk out, please know that it is 
ok.  
 
PECS are available on the table in the church entrance if needed. 
 
K95 masks are also available if you need to use one. 
 
The Lady Chapel is available if the Mass overstimulates your child and they need a break. 
 
Restrooms 
If you need to use the facilities during Mass, you may enter the door next to the crucifix and find 
the restroom down the end of the hall on the left hand side. It is a single restroom that anyone 
may use. Alternatively, you can go back to the narthex (the entrance area), go down the stairs 
near the red doors, enter the white door on the left, and through the undercroft.                     You 
will find restrooms down the hallway.  
 
Holy Communion 
You are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood if you desire it.                 
Jesus Christ offers grace to you in Holy Communion and we will not turn anyone away from 
Christ’s healing grace. To receive communion, place one hand over the other and the priest will 
place the precious body of Christ in your hand: you should consume it then. 
A Eucharistic Minister will follow with a chalice. If you wish to receive the precious blood of 
Christ, grasp the base and assist the chalice to your lips.  
 
If you do not wish to receive from the chalice, cross your arms over your chest as the chalice 
approaches, or simply return to your seat after you consume the host. It is customary not to leave 
the altar until the person next to you has received communion. 
 
If you prefer a blessing instead of communion, cross your arms over your chest and the priest 
will give you a blessing. 
 
If you feel drawn to Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion and are not baptized, please 
speak to the priest about how Baptism can nurture your relationship with Christ and the Church. 
 



 

 
Please stand as the altar party enters  
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                                                                                            
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the Sacred Mysteries, let us call to mind 
our sins.  (Please remain standing.) 
 
You raise the dead to life in the Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
You make one by your Spirit, the torn and divided. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, + forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Please stand to say the Gloria in excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.                                                        
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,                                                                     
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.                                                    
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,                                                  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;                                                                  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.                                                    
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,                                                               
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,                                                           
in the + glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Collect Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross 
that he might draw the whole world to himself: Mercifully grant that we, who glory in 
the mystery of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

A Reading from Isaiah                                                                     Please be seated 
Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? 
Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the LORD? There is no other god besides me, a 
righteous God and a Saviour; there is no one besides me. Turn to me and be saved, all the 
ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. By myself I have sworn, from my 
mouth has gone forth in righteousness a word that shall not return: “To me every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall swear.” Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are righteousness 
and strength; all who were incensed against him shall come to him and be ashamed. In the 
LORD all the offspring of Israel shall triumph and glory.                                                                       
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

Psalm 98: 1-4   Cantate Domino  

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *​
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *​
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; *​
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *​
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

A Reading from Galatians                                                                          Please remain seated.   
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is 
anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this rule-- peace be 
upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From now on, let no one make trouble for 
me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.                                      The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                                                             Please stand 

Alleluia, Alleluia. We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your Cross you have 
redeemed the world. Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.       
                                                                                           Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this 
to indicate the kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, “We have heard from 
the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be 
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little 
longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you 
walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, 
believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.                                                                     
 

 



 

 

The Homily                                                                                                                                                 
The Nicene Creed                                                                                               Please stand 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,                                          
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.            

                                                                                                                                                      
The Prayers of the People                                                                   Remain standing, or kneel  

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father.  (Silence)                            
Lord of all grace and mercy, we pray for your holy Church throughout the world.                  
Fill it with truth and love, and grant to your people unity and peace.                                                         
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for peace in our world, for the President and Congress of the United States, for the 
leaders of the nations, and for all in authority. Direct our lives in the ways of peace and justice.              
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our local community, for our families and friends, and for all who are dear to us. 
Bless our daily work and our homes. We especially ask for your blessing on all students, 
teachers, and those who work and care for children, Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who are sick, or in any need or trouble, especially Steve, Brian, Anna, 
Linda, Bob, Jeff, Olga, Bernd, Aidan, David, Stacy, Steve, Br. Thomas, Patrick, Colleen, 
Larry, and Joanne. Comfort and heal them in their time of need, and give them hope.                      
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember all who have died, especially who died on 9/11, who now rest in your peace. 
Bring us with all your saints to your eternal glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



 

Priest:  Almighty God, who brings good out of evil and turns even the wrath of your children 
towards your promised peace: Hear our prayers this day as we remember those of many 
nations and differing faiths whose lives were cut short by the fierce flames of anger and 
hatred on 9/11. Hasten the time when the menace of war shall be removed. Cleanse both us 
and those perceived to be our enemies of all hatred and distrust. Pour out the spirit of peace 
on all the rulers of our world that we may be brought through strife to the lasting peace of the 
kingdom of your Son; Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace    The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.                                             
The people of God share a sign of peace with one another.                                                  Please be seated 

Welcome and Announcements     

Blessing of Teachers                                                                                                                           
Eternal God, source of wisdom and truth, we lift before you all teachers and educators as 
they begin a new school year. Bless them with patience in teaching, joy in their calling, 
and strength for the days ahead. Keep them from growing weary or cynical, and wrap them 
in your peace and love, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing of Students                                                                                                                           
Eternal God, father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our great teacher and savior, bless these your 
servants as they begin a new school-year. Grant that they may be filled with your grace and 
heavenly wisdom, that all their efforts may be directed by your Holy Spirit, and all their 
work done to your praise and glory. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing of St. Martin’s School                                                                                                       
Eternal God, your Son has taught us that we enter the kingdom of God by becoming like a 
child; bless the children in St. Martin's School who remind us how to see you in all things. 
Bless the teachers and staff with patience and compassion, that your love may grow among 
us and into our community as a beacon of hope and peace. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Offertory Sentence                                                                                                                        
The Holy Eucharist                                                      

Priest: Lord, may this sacrifice, once offered on the altar of the cross to take away the sin of the 
world, free us now from all our offences. Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.                                                                                                 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.                                                                                     
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who for our sins was 
lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; who by his suffering 
and death became the author of eternal salvation. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
    Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Please continue standing or kneel. 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, on the same night that he was 
betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for 
the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this 
bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence 
and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share 
this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of the Blessed Mary, the Mother 
of God, St. Martin of Tours, and  all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 
 



 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,                                                               
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,                                                                              
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                
Give us this day our daily bread.                                                                                                                 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.                                              
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                           
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Fraction and Fraction Anthem  Lamb of God                                                                                  
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.                                                             
Happy are they who are called to his Supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 
The Holy Communion 
Post-Communion Prayer  
All: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  

Please stand                                                                                                                                      
Blessing and Dismissal                          

Serving Today Crucifer: Ben Fernandez  Lector: Carl Picazio                                                      
Eucharistic Min: Jennifer Persson                                                                                                    
Celebrant: Father Rob Laws+              

Upcoming Events 

Mass Wednesday at 6 PM-    Commemoration: St. Ninian                                                                   

Sunday September 27- Blue Mass on the Feast of St. Michael to pray for Law Enforcement 
                                     Lunch follows  please RSVP to Alison Jandak  
                                     There will be one joint Mass at 10:30 on this Sunday  
Sunday October 4-       Red Mass to pray for those in the Legal Profession 

Sunday October 4-       St Francis Day Blessing of the Animals 4 pm 

Evening Prayer at 5:30 pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the Lady Chapel 

During the month of November we will be honoring Veterans. More information to come. 
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