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Welcome to St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 
 
No matter who you are, where you come from, or where your journey takes you, you are 
welcome here. We celebrate the beautiful diversity of God’s creation and open our hearts to 
people of all genders, sexual orientations, races, ethnicities, and backgrounds. Whether you are 
neurodivergent or neurotypical, certain in your path or filled with questions, your unique 
presence, mind, and gifts enrich our life together. Come just as you are. You belong here. 
 
If you are neurodivergent, please feel free to use fidgets, weighted blankets, headphones are 
whatever you need to make you feel comfortable.                                                                                      
If you need to walk out, please know that it is ok.  
 
PECS are available on the table in the church entrance if needed. 
 
K95 masks are also available if you need to use one. 
 
The Lady Chapel is available if the Mass overstimulates your child and they need a break. 
 
Restrooms 
If you need to use the facilities during Mass, you may enter the door next to the crucifix and find 
the restroom down the end of the hall on the left hand side. It is a single restroom that anyone 
may use. Alternatively, you can go back to the narthex (the entrance area), go down the stairs 
near the red doors, enter the white door on the left, and through the undercroft. You will find 
restrooms down the hallway.  
 
Holy Communion 
You are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood if you desire it.                 
Jesus Christ offers grace to you in Holy Communion and we will not turn anyone away from 
Christ’s healing grace. To receive communion, place one hand over the other and the priest will 
place the precious body of Christ in your hand: you should consume it then. 
A Eucharistic Minister will follow with a chalice. If you wish to receive the precious blood of 
Christ, grasp the base and assist the chalice to your lips.  
 
If you do not wish to receive from the chalice, cross your arms over your chest as the chalice 
approaches, or simply return to your seat after you consume the host. It is customary not to leave 
the altar until the person next to you has received communion. 
 
If you prefer a blessing instead of communion, cross your arms over your chest and the priest 
will give you a blessing. 
 
We welcome all those involved in public safety and law enforcement throughout our city 
and county. All are welcomed to join us for lunch after Mass. 
 
 



 

 
Please stand to sing 
Ye Holy Angels Bright vv 1-4                                                                     Blue Hymnal, 625 
 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                                                                                            
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the Sacred Mysteries, let us call to mind 
our sins.  (Please remain standing.) 
 
You raise the dead to life in the Spirit. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart. Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
You make one by your Spirit, the torn and divided. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, + forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand to sing 

       

 

           
 

Collect. Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the 
ministries of angels and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve 
and worship you in heaven, so by your appointment they may help and defend us here on 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
A Reading from Genesis                                                                     Please be seated 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there 
for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under 
his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the 
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it. And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the LORD, the God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and 
to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with 
you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep 
and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!” And he was afraid, and 
said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven.But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was 
against me that they devised schemes, saying, "Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us 
cut him off from the land of the living, so that his name   will no longer be remembered!" 
But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me 
see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause.                                              
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 103: 19-22  (remain seated. The cantor sings the refrain; the congregation repeats it)  

 

 
The Lord has set his throne in heaven, 
  and his kingship has dominion over all.  
Bless the Lord, you angels of his, you mighty ones who do his bidding,  
and hearken to the voice of his word.     REFRAIN 
 
Bless the Lord, all you his hosts,  
  you ministers of his who do his  will.  
Bless the Lord, all you works of his, in all places of  his dominion;  
Bless the Lord, O my soul.   REFRAIN 
 
 
 



 

 

A Reading from the Book of Revelation                                            Please remain seated.    

War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his 
angels fought back, but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in 
heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 
thrown down with him. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,                                    
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 
his Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God. But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony, for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. Rejoice then, 
you heavens and those who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, for the devil has 
come down to you with great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”                                         
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel Acclamation                                                                                             Please stand 

 

Verse: Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, you ministers of his who do his will.  Alleluia… 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.       

                                                                                           
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite 
in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” 
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”   The Gospel of the Lord.                     

 

The Homily                                                                                                                                                 

 

 



 

 

The Nicene Creed                                                                                               Please stand 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,                                          
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.            

The Prayers of the People                                                                   Remain standing, or kneel  

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father.  (Silence)                            
Lord of all grace and mercy, we pray for your holy Church throughout the world.                  
Fill it with truth and love, and grant to your people unity and peace.                                                         
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for peace in our world, for the President and Congress of the United States, for the 
leaders of the nations, and for all in authority. Direct our lives in the ways of peace and justice.              
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for our local community, for our families and friends, and for all who are dear to us. 
Bless our daily work and our homes. We especially ask for your blessing on all sheriffs, 
police officers, corrections officers, prosecutor detectives,and state and federal agents who 
work for public peace and safety. By the intercessions of St. Michael the Archangel, may they 
be protected from all physical and spiritual harm. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who are sick, or in any need or trouble, especially Brian, Anna, Linda, 
Bob, Jeff, Olga, Bernd, Aidan, Juanita, David, Stacy, Steve, Br. Thomas, Patrick, Colleen, 
Larry, Joanne, Joe, Stephen, Cindy,  Michael, Brent M, Anna Rose, Joe, Pat, Brian, Pete, 
Laura, Amy, Joan, Camille, John Carlisle, Julia, Melissa, Phyllis, Don, Rich, Bryan, 
Kenneth Anthony, Eric, Hector, Richie, Bridget, Ben, Brenda, Adam and their teen-aged 
children, and Michael.  Comfort and heal them in their time of need, and give them hope. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



 

 

We remember all who have died, who now rest in your peace. We especially pray for law 
enforcement officers in Somerset County who lost their lives in the line of duty:             
Police Officer Manning T. Crow, Police Officer Julius Sauter, State Trooper Robert E. Coyle, 
Chief of Police Charles Brendon Cavanaugh, Police Officer Samuel J. Kriney, State Trooper 
Michael J. Beylon, State Trooper Vincent C. Vosbein, Patrolman George Dunham, Patrolman 
John Lebed, State Trooper Thomas J. Hanratty, Sheriff's Officer Ron Yeager, Police Officer 
Matthew J. Melchionda, Patrol Sergeant AlTerek Patterson, and                             Sheriff's 
Officer Ahmed Mackey. Bring us with all your saints to your eternal glory.                          
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Priest: Heavenly Father, you have ordained the services of angels and humans in a wonderful 
order. As we unite our earthly prayers with the unceasing worship of heaven, we ask that your 
holy angels help and defend us here on earth. Amen.                                                                                 
Trusting in God’s goodness, we pray for St. Michael’s special protection, saying together: 
 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts,                               
by the power of God, cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits,                                                        
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 
The Peace    The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.                                             
The people of God share a sign of peace with one another.                                                  Please be seated 

Welcome and Announcements                                                                                                          
A Prayer of Blessing for all Law Enforcement Officers    

O Almighty God, whose great power and eternal wisdom embraces the universe, 
Watch over all the members of our law enforcement community, and all members everywhere. 
Protect them from harm in the performance of their duty. 
Help them, we pray, keep our streets and homes safe, day and night. 
We commend them to your loving care, because their duty is dangerous. 
Grant them strength and courage in their daily assignments. 
Holy Father, protect these brave men and women. 
Grant them your almighty protection, unite them safely with their families after duty has 
ended. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Offertory Sentence                                                                                                      

 

 

 



 

 

Offertory Anthem: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                        Martin/JS Bach  

Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy never ceasing call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious measure sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 
 
Here I raise to thee an altar; hither by thy help I’ve come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it from thy courts above.    
 

Offertory Hymn   O Day of Peace                                                      Blue Hymnal, 597                        
The Holy Eucharist                                                      

Priest: God of glory, as you appointed angels to minister in your presence, so may all our 
worship bring you worthy praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; because the splendour 
of your faithful angels and archangels shows us your greatness, which surpasses in goodness 
the whole of creation. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn  to proclaim 
the glory of your Name:  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Please continue standing or kneel. 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, on the same night that he was 
betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for 
the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 
As we offer you this, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this 
bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence 
and serve you. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share 
this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary, the Mother of 
God, St. Martin of Tours, St. Michael, St. Gabriel, St. Raphael and all the angels and 
saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and 
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,                                                               
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,                                                                              
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                
Give us this day our daily bread.                                                                                                                 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.                                              
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                           
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Fraction and Fraction Anthem  Lamb of God      
     

                                              
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.                                                             
Happy are they who are called to his Supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 



 

 
 
Holy Communion 
Communion Hymns    Lord Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor              Blue Hymnal, 307                  
                                                                     
Post-Communion Prayer  
All: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  

Please stand                                                                                                                                      
Blessing and Dismissal                                                                                                                              
Closing Hymn: O Bless the Lord, My Soul                                        Blue Hymnal, 411                     

 

Serving Today  Thurifer: Randy Jandak  Crucifer: Fausto Beleno                                                            
Lector: Anne Marie Verdiramo   Eucharistic Min: Jennifer Persson                                                          
Choir: Beth Hixenbaugh, Alison Jandak, Jane Maloney, Rob Vernon                                             
Organist: Kathy Shanklin  Celebrant: Father Rob Laws+              

Upcoming Events 

Mass Wednesday at 6 PM- Commemoration:   Saint Jerome                                                           

Sunday September 27- Lunch follows Mass today. All are invited. 
                                                                       
Sunday October 4-       Red Mass to pray for those in the Legal Profession 
Sunday October 4-       St Francis Day Blessing of the Animals 4 pm 

Sunday October 25-     Evening Prayer for Everyone 4 pm 
                                      A service of Prayer and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  
                                      especially designed for neurodivergent people, but everyone is invited  
                                      to attend.  A simple Potluck meal will follow. 
 
Evening Prayer at 5:30 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Lady Chapel 

During the month of November we will be honoring Veterans and collecting Sweatshirts and 
Sweatpants for Veterans at the VA Hospital in Lyons. More information to come. 

 



 

 

 

The Phoenix Must Rise Again, in which a phoenix emerging and materializing from its ashes is 
meant to symbolize resilience and renewal is displayed in the back of the Nave this morning. 
Reflecting on the incredible bravery of first responders during 9/11, the generous service of Fr. 
Ed Murphy to the firefighters at Ground Zero, and the strength of humanity to rebuild from 
destruction, Ben Fernandez offered to share his art with us as a fitting way to honor the Law 
Enforcement Officers for whom we pray today. 

This Mass is offered with special intentions for God’s blessings and protection upon all Law 
Enforcement Officers, especially: 

   Bridgewater Police Department 
   Bedminster Police Department 
   New Jersey State Police (Somerville Station)  
   Somerset County Prosecutor's Office  
   Somerset County Sheriff's Office 
 

    We also offer this Mass for the repose of the souls of all Law Enforcement Officers who 
     have died in the line of duty, especially: 
 
              Police Officer Manning T. Crow  
              Police Officer Julius Sauter  
              State Trooper Robert E. Coyle  
              Chief of Police Charles Brendon Cavanaugh  
              Police Officer Samuel J. Kriney 
              State Trooper Michael J. Beylon 
              State Trooper Vincent C. Vosbein 
              Patrolman George Dunham  
              Patrolman John Lebed  
              State Trooper Thomas J. Hanratty  
              Sheriff's Officer Ron Yeager 
              Police Officer Matthew J. Melchionda 
              Patrol Sergeant AlTerek Patterson                              
              Sheriff's Officer Ahmed Mackey. 
               


	 
	Gospel Acclamation                                                                                             Please stand 

