St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
Bridgewater, NJ

Low Mass with Hymns
September 06, 2026



Welcome to St. Martin’s Episcopal Church

No matter who you are, where you come from, or where your journey takes you, you are
welcome here. We celebrate the beautiful diversity of God’s creation and open our hearts to
people of all genders, sexual orientations, races, ethnicities, and backgrounds. Whether you are
neurodivergent or neurotypical, certain in your path or filled with questions, your unique
presence, mind, and gifts enrich our life together. Come just as you are. You belong here.

If you are neurodivergent, please feel free to use fidgets, weighted blankets, headphones are
whatever you need to make you feel comfortable. If you need to walk out, please know that it is
ok.

PECS are available on the table in the church entrance if needed.
K95 masks are also available if you need to use one.

The Lady Chapel is available if the Mass overstimulates your child and they need a break.

Restrooms

If you need to use the facilities during Mass, you may enter the door next to the crucifix and find
the restroom down the end of the hall on the left hand side. It is a single restroom that anyone
may use. Alternatively, you can go back to the narthex (the entrance area), go down the stairs
near the red doors, enter the white door on the left, and through the undercroft. You
will find restrooms down the hallway.

Holy Communion

You are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood if you desire it.

Jesus Christ offers grace to you in Holy Communion and we will not turn anyone away from
Christ’s healing grace. To receive communion, place one hand over the other and the priest will
place the precious body of Christ in your hand: you should consume it then.

A Eucharistic Minister will follow with a chalice. If you wish to receive the precious blood of
Christ, grasp the base and assist the chalice to your lips.

If you do not wish to receive from the chalice, cross your arms over your chest as the chalice
approaches, or simply return to your seat after you consume the host. It is customary not to leave
the altar until the person next to you has received communion.

If you prefer a blessing instead of communion, cross your arms over your chest and the priest
will give you a blessing.

If you feel drawn to Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion and are not baptized, please
speak to the priest about how Baptism can nurture your relationship with Christ and the Church.



Please stand as the altar party enters to sing

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee vv. 1-3 Blue Hymnal, 376

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God's kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Brothers and sisters, as we prepare to celebrate the Sacred Mysteries, let us call to mind
our sins. (Please remain standing.)

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

You make one by your Spirit, the torn and divided.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God have mercy on you, + forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

Please stand to sing the Song of Praise
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Collect Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.



A Reading from Exodus Please be seated

The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each
family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the
number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of
this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.
They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the
houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it
roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or
boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall
burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lorp. For I will
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgments: I am the Lorp. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike
the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as
a festival to the Lorp; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual
ordinance. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119: 33-40 Legem pone

33 Teach me, O Lorp, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.



A Reading from Romans Please remain seated.

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word,

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Please stand
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Verse: God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. Alleluia is sung again



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church,
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name,
[ am there among them.” The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily

The Nicene Creed Please stand
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



The Prayers of the People Remain standing, or kneel

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father.
Lord of all grace and mercy, we pray for your holy Church throughout the world.
Fill it with truth and love, and grant to your people unity and peace.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for peace in our world, for the President and Congress of the United States, for the
leaders of the nations, and for all in authority. Direct our lives in the ways of peace and justice.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our local community, for our families and friends, and for all who are dear to us.
Bless our daily work and our homes.Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are sick, or in any need or trouble, especially Steve, Brian, Anna,
Linda, Bob, Jeff, Olga, Bernd, Aidan, David, Stacy, Steve, Br. Thomas, Patrick, Colleen,
Larry, and Joanne. Comfort and heal them in their time of need, and give them hope.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We remember all who have died, who now rest in your peace. Bring us with all your saints
to your eternal glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Priest: Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
The people of God share a sign of peace with one another. Please be seated

Welcome and Announcements
Offertory Sentence
Offertory Hymn All Creatures of Our God and King vv. 1,4,5 Blue Hymnal , 400

Please stand to sing
The Holy Eucharist

Priest: O God, author of true peace, grant that by this offering we may worthily acclaim
your majesty, and by sharing in these sacred mysteries become one in mind and heart. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We [ift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. /¢ is right to give God thanks and praise.



It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, for you are the source of light and life, you made us in
your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Please continue standing or kneel.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your
Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, on the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do
this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them,
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.



And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for
the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this
bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence
and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share

this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of the Blessed Mary, the Mother

of God, St. Martin of Tours, and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of

the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction and Fraction Anthem Lamb of God

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are they who are called to his Supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

The Holy Communion
Communion Hymn Jesu, Jesu, Fill us with Your Love Blue Hymnal, 602

Post-Communion Prayer

All: Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Please stand
Blessing and Dismissal
Closing Hymn: At the Lamb’s High Feast vv. 1, 3 Blue Hymnal, 174

Serving Today Crucifers: Angela Urban and Emily Ackerman Lector: Jason Swain
Eucharistic Min: Kathy Picazio Cantor: Beth Hixenbaugh
Organist: Kathy Skanklin Celebrant: Father Rob Laws+



Upcoming Events

Mass Wednesday at 6 PM- Commemoration: The Martyrs of Memphis
The Holy Rosary at 6:45 PM

Kickoff Sunday NEXT SUNDAY September 13- Mass times resume to 8:15 am (Low Mass)
10:30 am (Low Mass)

Sunday September 27- Blue Mass on the Feast of St. Michael to pray for Law Enforcement
Lunch follows please RSVP to Alison Jandak
There will be one joint Mass at 10:30 on this Sunday

Sunday October 4-  Red Mass to pray for those in the Legal Profession
Sunday October 4- St Francis Day Blessing of the Animals 4 pm

Evening Prayer resumes at 5:30 pm on Tuesday September 8th.
We will pray Evening Prayer in the Lady Chapel on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

During the month of November we will be honoring Veterans. More information to come.
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